Le Caroux

Need nice dry rock with sunshine, a good selection of the lower grade routes, good

wine and food for October half term? Look no further than your copy of Jingo

Wobblys Eur ope ,9p@ dr ty oWe rdtoinddal have one beg o
someme who does. Padé8 takes you to Le Caroux just north west of Beziers in the

Landulocregionof France The gui de says oonfhegowds, want t o

then a trip tacCarouxin theautumni s si mply beauti ful &6 and we

An early morning light with Ryan Airfrom Liverpool( don 6t be | ate they
gate)to Carcasonnewhere air hire car awaited us at the airpd@bmeshopping on

route and we were at our comfy rented Gité.es Hortsn three hoursThe gite sits

high on the south facinglopes of thé’lateauCarroz amidst chestnut groves and

vineyards. One neighbour holds the key and the other makes organic wines, its

looking good!

The rockhereaboutss volcanicand there are 300+ routes some of which are 250m in
length A good numberfothem are in the lower grades and the area is one of natural
beauty. Indeed the Gorge de Heric where we spent most of our time is a popular and
very beautiful walking area. The whole area is covered in Chestnut plantations which
were originally planted tprovide flour The plantations seem to have been

abandoned and they now provide a haven for deer and wildlhaarr wanderings

we came across theacks of bothseeing deer but thankfully the only wild boar we

saw was stuffed and in a shop window.

The climbing potential is undoubtedly fiegars and whilst the alking is more

wandering ithas to be getting on for fiv@arsas there areomewonderful old trails

to explorewhich lead up onto the plateau and take in some super views. The chestnut
groves provide perfect shelter from the swhilst we were there in October we had

/////

temperatures of 25 deg C every day eeéeeéeeée.

Just one small problemy busted knee ruined neyimbing ability, so our adventure
on the rock was limited to some simgiagle pitching which given that we were in
such a wonderful place proved to be a little frustrating.

Jingo Wobblygivesthe guide book as Caroux Escalades which was produced in 1991

and available from CAF Bezierslyandds di dnot
therei s mat h ¢ wewoald adws@nyone itending to visito oltain a copy

of the guideprior to travelling.

Dave Sudell









