Chairman’s Address

LMC Dinner 2002

Ladies, Gentlemen (and the rest of the rabble)

You will be glad to know I’m going to be brief if the hecklers will let me.  I have three reasons: -

· Firstly it’s my first virginal Chairman’s Address and most vigins don’t take long.

· I’ve also had an inactive year attending almost no meets.  Why did you elect me?!

· Mainly though I know you want to get on with the dancing  and I need to leave time for the Enema Awards which will be more entertaining.

I think I’m supposed to say something about the state of the Club and thank everybody.  I’ve scanned the News Letters – Thanks to Jim, and see we have had another active year.

I was reminded that I had got out to the Himalayas with Roger Gott.  Gott got to the top of Ama Dablam.  No mean achievement, not on account of the difficulties but more controlling the combined effects of a high altitude cough and a hernia.  Jason, book a slide show – thanks for doing the Card.

The other major success that stands out is the Alpine trip to the Bregaglia.  In Particular the mass assent of the Badile (or near for some).  Congratulations to Julie for jumping many grades onto the Cassin face with Ian and to Jason and Kezia for the North – South traverse and surviving the lightening.  

Greece was a new venue and Bernard’s photography of the Smith’s rece wetted some appetites at the member’s slide evening.

I’m not going to dwell on the ski touring trip from Les Diablerets to Kandersteg.  It’s too painful having chosen house building and maintenance.  The best yet says enough!

Most meets seem to have taken place, loosely speaking – thanks to all the meet leaders.  

Where is Crookrise?  

Aqua Orienteering (or was it sub-aqua must) be a new development.  Quackers . . . !

Glad I missed the caving; that shaft sounds absolutely horrendous.

Where is Kev? Book me in on next year’s Mountain Biking meet.  They’re always successful and I gather this year at Melrose was excellent.  Is the LMC / YHA membership and discount arrangement only available through yourself?

I could go on; it was an active and enjoyable year.  In looking forward to the next can we wish the departing Chilli trip all the best.

On the domestic side the huts have received some attention -thanks to the retiring and new Wardens and all who have spent time off the hills helping with upkeep.  Hot water and safe gas at Tyndrum, lights and painting at the Loft, dry access to and in Solitary, keeping Porter at bay at Bedgellert (Craig may have replaced slates on the roof and the window in the porch last week), the list is unending but worthwhile.  

Someone suggested that the test for suitability of the huts should be that we were prepared to take our mothers there.  My mum would love to visit them all, even those that need more attention than others, because she, like us, would appreciate the ambiance, atmosphere, potential, and opportunities that each location offers.  We are going to need to manage more changes and major works over the next few years to have something for the younger members who will be around long after Porters gone.

It is pleasing to be able to welcome several new club members and to have some join the Committee. It was all change at the AGM.  We need to thank some of the retiring officers: -

· Dave and Angela Shepherd cannot be with us tonight but have served us well looking after the finances and Dinner.  

· Steve for his Chairmanship and entertaining us on these occasions has been elected an Honorary Vice President.

· Josie and Bernard were also elected Honorary Vice Presidents.  I thought though that you would like to thank them in particular tonight.  Their dedication to the club as Secretary and Membership Secretary over many years has been conscientious and grown our membership.  More importantly I guess they have attended as many meets as anyone and organised and cooked on a good many of them.  On your behalf I have got them each a gift, which they need not feel obliged to share later.  Please will you come forward.  Chocs for Josie, Whiskey for Bernard.

Not retiring but also, I feel, warranting special mention is a member who is equally active and also seems to currently have the pivotal role in the Club.  He has consistently organised, coordinated and motivated climbing meets, indoors and outdoors as well as dealing with the booking of the loft.  Dave’s most important contribution, for me, though is the enthusiasm with which he welcomes our new members and involves them.   I think another bottle of whiskey is in order.

Can we also show our appreciation for the staff here at the Royal Victoria Hotel and apologise in advance for Roger, Brian and Chris’s behaviour during the rest of the evening.  

Finally it gives me pleasure to ask Julie to come forward so that we can thank her for organising the Dinner.  Flowers.

If I’ve had it, thank you for your attention.

